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The Ministry of Energy with the support of the European Union 
under the "Increased Access to Electricity and Renewable 
Energy Production" (IAEREP) project launched the National 
Energy Policy 2019 (NEP 2019) on 18th February 2020.  

Dynamics in the energy market, effects of climate change and 
advances in technology gave the impetus to the development 
of the National Energy Policy 2019.  

The overall objective of the NEP 2019 is to achieve optimal 
energy resources utilization to meet Zambia’s domestic and 
non-domestic needs at the lowest total economic, financial, 
social, environmental and opportunity cost and establish 
Zambia as a net exporter of energy. 

The Policy promotes: cost reflective tariffs; scaling up clean 

energy technologies and energy efficiency; establishment of an 

open and non-discriminatory electricity transmission access 

regime; and increased access to energy services in urban and 

rural areas. 

In implementing the NEP 2019, the Ministry of Energy will revise 

existing laws such as the Petroleum Management Act and the 

Rural Electrification Act. For more details, readers can 

download the NEP 2019 from the ministerial website. 
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Dear Readers, 
 
Welcome to this edition of the Ministry of Energy Newsletter 

which gives an update on the programmes and activities 

undertaken by the Ministry from January to June 2020. As you 

may be aware, the Ministry of Energy launched the National 

Energy Policy 2019 in February 2020 with the vision “Universal 

access to clean, reliable and affordable energy at the lowest 

total economic, financial, social and environmental cost 

consistent with national development goals by 2030”. It is 

envisaged that the NEP 2019 will guide the management and 

development of the energy sector in the coming years as it is anchored on the Seventh 

National Development Plan and the Vision 2030.  

 

Other articles in the newsletter include progress made on the development of petroleum 

infrastructure, in particular the Lusaka and Chipata Fuel Depots and the Beyond the Grid 

Fund Zambia gives an update on what has been achieved so far. 

 

Stakeholders in the off-grid space of the energy sector meet at least once a year in the form 

of the Off-Grid Task Force which held its 5th meeting this year. Details of what was discussed 

are highlighted under this article in the newsletter. Lastly the newsletter captures news 

items captured from various media platforms as a reminder of what has happened so far in 

the Energy sector in 2020.  

 

Feel free to contact the Ministry on ministry.energy@moe.gov.zm for comments or 

clarification on any of the articles that have been covered in this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

  Editorial 
by Trevor K. Kaunda 

mailto:ministry.energy@moe.gov.zm
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PETROLEUM INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 

 
In line with the Seventh National Development Plan (7NDP), the following depots were earmarked 
for construction: New Lusaka Fuel Depot, Choma Fuel Depot, Mansa Fuel Depot and Chipata Fuel 
Depot. The following is the progress made on Lusaka Fuel Depot and Chipata Fuel Depot. 
 
Progress on the New Lusaka Fuel Depot 

Gulfstream International FCZ was contracted to construct the new fuel depot with capacity of 
102,000m3 in Lusaka West, Lusaka District to supplement the existing Lusaka Fuel Depot. This 
followed concerns that the current Lusaka Depot was inadequate to meet the demand of Lusaka 
and the region as well as concerns regarding the current location in the industrial area as parking 
space is limited and the presence of fuel tankers posed a fire hazard to the area. The Contract 
was signed on 13th March 2019. The project is expected to cost US$123,725.000.00 with project 
completion period of twenty (20) months. 
Due to the size and cost of the depot, it was not feasible to fund the project from the Strategic 
Reserves Fund (SRF) as is the case with the other petroleum infrastructure as it would deplete the 
Fund and affect the progress of the other infrastructure dependent on the fund. As such, the 
depot is being constructed using the fuel construction funding system where an infrastructure fee 
of USD310/MT was introduced to the supply invoices of selected suppliers and used for the 
construction of the depot.  
As at June 2020, the overall progress in terms of Engineering, Procurement and Construction of 
the project was 37%. The ministry has so far paid the contractor a sum of US$ 2 million for the 
milestones reached. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progress made at the new Lusaka Fuel Depot 
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Progress on the Chipata Provincial Fuel Depot 

 
The Chipata Provincial Fuel 
Depot is being constructed 
by Dalbit International 
Limited who have 
subcontracted BSI limited 
with capacity of 7,080m3. 
The project is expected to 
cost US$ 37,591,347.40 
with project completion 
period of 18 months. As at 
June 2020, the overall 
progress in terms of 
Engineering, Procurement 
and Construction of the 
project was 42%. The 
ministry has so far paid the 
contractor a sum of US$ 4 
million for the milestones 
reached. 

 

 
 
 

 
Mansa Provincial Fuel Depot 
 

The Mansa Provincial Fuel Depot is being 
constructed by Dalbit International Limited 
with capacity of 6.5 million litres. The project 
is expected to cost US$ 33,453,178.28 with 
project completion period of 3 years. As at June 
2020, the overall progress in terms of 
Engineering, Procurement and Construction of 
the project was at 100%. Payment of $690,000 
for fuel testing prior to commissioning was 
done. The technical handover and 
commissioning of the depot is proposed to be 
done in September, 2020.  

 

 
Plaster works and terrazzo floor 

finished-June 

         
Excavation of pump plinths foundation 

- June 

  

 
Installation of underground product 
pipes from pump sheds to the gantry 

 

 
Wall Shuttering-June 

  

  

Picture focus is the forecourt with reference to all other 
facilities. To the far left is the 1km Depot Access road linking the 
facility to the main road 

The picture captures the entire site starting from the entry gate Tank Farm picture taken from the forecourt. The facilities in the 

foreground are the vapour recovery unit and product pump sheds 
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Construction of Rural Filling Stations 

 
The Government of the Republic of Zambia through the Ministry of Energy has embarked 
on a program to construct a network of rural service stations in marginalised districts in 
line with the Country’s National Development Plans. The objective of this is to ensure 
that rural areas have access to reliable and affordable petroleum products. This follows 
the fact that there is currently low interest from the private sector to construct 
infrastructure in rural areas due to the low returns expected on their investments. 
Further, this program was aimed at enhancing the implementation of the Uniform 
Petroleum Pricing Program (UPP) whose aim is to mitigate high petroleum prices in rural 
areas as well as encourage low cost petroleum retailing in rural areas by subsiding the 
cost of transporting fuel from urban to rural areas. Upon completion of construction of 
the filling stations, the Government is expected to lease out the facilities to the private 
sector.  
 
The Ministry signed the contract to construct filling stations in both Luwingu and 
Mporokoso districts with Astol Investment (Contractor) and C.M Architect (supervisor). 
Since the inception of the programme, Phase 1 has seen the construction of Luwingu 
filling station and Mporokoso filling station. The contract to run both Luwingu and 
Mporokoso rural filling stations was awarded to Endrone Petroleum Corporation Limited 
(the dealer) who has since been operating the Luwingu rural filling station since 16th 
February, 2019.  
 
The construction of Mporokoso filling station was completed on 31st March, 2020 and a 
virtual handover and commissioning of the filling station are planned.  
 

 

  Completed construction of Mporokoso Filling Station 
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BEYOND THE GRID FUND FOR ZAMBIA 

Beyond the Grid Fund for Zambia (BGFZ) is a programme supported by the 

Swedish Government (SIDA) and 

implemented by Renewable 

Energy and Energy Efficiency 

Programme (REEEP). BGFZ is an 

ambitious new market-based 

initiative which aims to bring 

affordable and high-quality 

renewable energy services to one 

million Zambians, while 

accelerating private-sector 

growth in off-grid renewable 

energy generation and distribution in the country.  

The programme was launched on 1st November, 2017 and will operate until 2021 

with a funding of 20 million Euros. During the launch, the funding was awarded 

to four companies, namely, Vitalite, Emerging Cooking Solutions, Fenix 

International and Standard Microgrid. 

 
Following the success of the 
Beyond the Grid Fund for Zambia 
(BGFZ), the programme has been 
expanded into the Beyond the 
Grid Fund for Africa (BGFA) which 
aims is to stimulate new 
sustainable business models 
which incentivise and accelerate 
the private sector to offer 
affordable and clean off-grid 
energy access at scale. In the first 
financing round, the programme 
contracted four private 
companies representing a range of product offerings and approaches dedicated 
to making clean, modern and reliable energy affordable to every Zambian. To 
date, Standard Microgrid, Fenix International, Vitalite and Emerging Cooking 
Solutions have connected over 800,000 Zambians to electricity, and the number 
continues to grow.  
 
For example, Ngwerere, outside Lusaka, now has power thanks to a mini-grid 
installed by Standard Microgrid, which can support 150 homes and businesses. 
Electricity is sold using an innovative system that works with credits. The price 
of electricity varies depending on the time of day, to help the company manage 
demand. New shops and businesses have opened, taking advantage of the 
reliable, cheap daytime electricity.  
 
In order to connect even more Zambians to affordable off-grid power, BGFA is 
opening a second financing round and will launch a Call for Proposals this autumn 
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inviting interested off-grid energy service providers to compete for a number of 
funding windows. 
 
The Announcement Document provides a description of the application process, 
presents key Pre-Qualification criteria and requirements details the Country 
Programmes, Funding Windows and Lots. Detailed Pre-Qualification Guidelines 
for BGFA1 will be published at launch in September 2020, and further information 
will be disseminated via the BGFA website and social media channels. 
 
In 2020, progress towards addressing the energy access objective has been 
jeopardised by the Covid-19 pandemic. BGFA seeks to support much needed 
connections and the implementation of decentralised energy solutions in order 
to mitigate the impact of the virus and promote a green recovery. 
 
The announcement document can be found here: 
https://beyondthegrid.africa/wp-content/uploads/Announcement-of-
Upcoming-Calls-For-Proposals.pdf 
 

  

 

 

 

Pictures on the Beyond the Grid Fund Zambia article by Jason J. Mulikita 

https://beyondthegrid.africa/wp-content/uploads/Announcement-of-Upcoming-Calls-For-Proposals.pdf
https://beyondthegrid.africa/wp-content/uploads/Announcement-of-Upcoming-Calls-For-Proposals.pdf
https://beyondthegrid.africa/wp-content/uploads/Announcement-of-Upcoming-Calls-For-Proposals.pdf
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OVER 19,000 PEOPLE ELECTRIFIED UNDER THE ELECTRICITY 
SERVICE ACCESS PROJECT (ESAP) 

 
The Government of the Republic of Zambia (GRZ) through the Rural 
Electrification Authority (REA) is implementing the Electricity Services Access 
Project (ESAP)to increase electricity access in targeted rural areas and help 
improve the enabling environment for accelerated national electricity access in 
Zambia. The Project was approved on 27 June 2017 and will be implemented for 
a period of 5 years with the closing date of 31st August 2022.  
 
The Project comprises of three components: (i) Component A will provide Output 
Based Aid (OBA) subsidies for consumer connections and finance for network 
reinforcements and extensions for on-grid electrification; (ii) Component B will 
address existing regulatory impediments for private sector participation in off-
grid electrification, build the needed capacity at key institutions, and design and 
potentially pilot, financial mechanisms supporting private sector-led 
electrification through renewable energy mini-grids and stand-alone solar 
systems; and (iii) Component C will help fund the development of a 
comprehensive National Electrification Strategy (NES) as well as timely and 
efficient Project implementation. 
 
The key institutional actors on the project include (a) the Ministry of Energy 
(MoE) through its Department of Energy (DoE); (b) ZESCO, (c) Rural 
Electrification Authority (REA); (d) the Energy Regulation Board (ERB); and 
Development Bank of Zambia (DBZ). 
 
The connection subsidy programme commenced on 13th September 2018 across 
nine (9) provinces. The project reimburses ZESCO for the cost of connections less 
the subsidized connection fee paid by customers. A flat contribution of ZMW 250 
paid by household consumers and ZMW 769 per connection small businesses. By 
the end of May 2020, the project connected 19,787 customers. Out of these 
recorded connections, 17,334 were metered residential and 2,326 were metered 
commercial. And of the 17,334 household 5,645 were women headed. 
 
Other ongoing activities under the project include the development of the 
Geospatial Information System (GIS) least cost plan. This plan will feed into the 
National Electrification Strategy (NES) that will help the Republic of Zambia 
achieve universal access to electricity by 2030 in line with the Vision 2030. The 
plan will guide the nation on the least cost method of electrifying any part of 
the country using the available resources. A final draft has been developed and 
will be validated in June 2020. The National Electrification Strategy is equally 
expected to be finalised in early 2021. 
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OFF-GRID TASKFORCE 
 
The Off-Grid Taskforce is a Government-led platform which brings together 
representatives of various Government ministries, statutory bodies, the private 
sector and the Cooperating Partners to coordinate initiatives and activities in the 
off-grid electrification space. The Taskforce was established in 2018 by the 
Government through the Ministry of Energy with support from the Office of the 
Vice President and in cooperation with major Cooperating Partners in Zambia’s 
off-grid space who include the European Union, World Bank, IFC, Swedish 
Embassy, DFID, AfDB and USAID.  

The Taskforce serves as an action based multi-stakeholder platform that 
identifies and addresses off-grid market barriers thereby improve conditions for 
investment in the Zambian off-grid space, with the ultimate goal of expanding 
electricity access in rural and peri-urban areas in line with government 
objectives.  

In February 2020, the Off-Grid Task Force held its 5th meeting where stakeholders 

met to discuss various issues affecting the off-grid space. Among the topics 

discussed during the meeting included: 

 Addressing challenges faced with setting up mini-grids 

 Consumer affordability of off-grid technologies and services 

 IAEREP Technical Assistance in the off-grid space 

 CIG Zambia’s support to the Bio-energy sector and 

 The role that the Rural Electrification Authority plays in the office grid 

market. 

A number of Cooperating Partners also presented their reports on their 

interventions in the off-grid space and the progress that has been made under 

those interventions. 
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ENABLING ENVIRONMENT AND CAPACITY BUILDING FOR 
RENEWABLE ENERGY & ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

 
“Enhancement of the Policy, Legal and Regulatory Environment and Capacity 
Building for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency” is a four-year service 
contract implemented by DT Global (Europe) in consortium with NIRAS and 
Practical Action. It is part of the "Increased Access to Electricity and 
Renewable Energy Production" (IAEREP) project implemented by the Ministry 
of Energy with the support of the European Union that has an overall EU grant 
contribution of EUR 40 million for enhancing enabling environment and building 
capacity to scale up clean energies, and demonstrating this through pilot 
projects. The service contract has been working closely with Ministry of Energy 
(MoE) since April 2018. The MoE, through the Project Steering Committee, plays 
a critical role in ensuring that the project successfully achieves intended goals 
according to government processes and procedures.  

 
 

The service contract, also known as IAEREP TA1, supports public institutions in 

Zambia in revising and further developing the policies as well as the institutional, 

legal and regulatory frameworks to unlock the potential of renewable energy and 

to increase energy efficiency throughout the country. Since inception, IAEREP 

TA1 team has put in place more than 12 workstreams, which, through open and 

inclusive stakeholder engagement from both public and private Energy sectors, 

already have achieved significant results.  

IAEREP Project Steering Committee, January 2020 
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At its mid-term now, one of the most prominent IAEREP results to date is the 

facilitation of the national energy policy revision. The National Energy Policy 

2019 (NEP 2019), promulgated by the Ministry of Energy, promotes cost reflective 

tariffs, scaling up clean energy 

technologies and energy efficiency, 

establishment of an open and non-

discriminatory electricity transmission 

access regime, and increased access to 

energy services in urban and rural areas. 

The MoE and IAEREP TA1 established 

Inter-Ministerial Energy Working Group 

and several Sectoral Energy Working 

Groups to develop Renewable Energy 

and Energy Efficiency Strategies and 

Action Plans (RESAP and EESAP). EESAP 

will be launched for the first time in 

Zambia. It will set systemic objectives 

and propose actionable mechanisms to 

create demand for energy efficiency cervices 

and achieve significant energy savings due to rational use of energy. RESAP will 

further emphasize the importance of diversification of energy generation sources 

in Zambia to ensure country’s energy security.  

 

Mini-Grid Regulatory Framework  

After road-testing of the regulations with the industry, the Energy Regulation 

Board (ERB) finalized and approved the Mini-Grid Regulatory Framework in 

February 2020. This is another significant milestone of the project that ensures 

security for the mini-grid investors and developers and provides protection for 

the consumers in the country. The package includes licensing, grid 

encroachment, tariff regulations and technical requirements for three categories 

of mini-grids: below 100kW, up to 1MW, and larger than 1MW. The rationale of 

the mini-grid regulatory framework is to enhance the ease of doing business in 

the electricity sub-sector for private companies intending to invest in rural areas, 

by applying light-handed regulations to small mini-grid operators. The mini-grid 

regulations enables the implementation of several private sector led mini-grids 

including a series of demonstration mini-grid projects supported by the 25 million 

Euro grant from the European Union. 

Development of Energy Sector M&E Plan 

Further, the Service Contract helped the Ministry of Energy to prepare a sector-

wide monitoring and evaluation plan and is already supporting its 

operationalization including the development of a Management Information 

System (MIS). 

 

 

NEP 2019 launch event, February 2020 
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Development of Energy Sector 

Gender Strategy and Action Plan 

(ESGSAP) 

IAEREP TA1 is mainstreaming 

gender throughout all policies and 

regulations and is preparing a 

Gender Strategy and Action Plan 

for the energy sector. This 

strategy, first in the history of 

Zambian energy sector, will be 

informed by diverse surveys and 

consultations at all levels of 

society. Between January and 

June 2020, several consultations 

were conducting including Technical 

Working Group Meetings, field visits to rural electrification project sites, Gender 

online Survey. A physical field survey is also planned depending on the COVID-19 

situation.   

Capacity Building Activities 

Policy and regulatory efforts are accompanied by broad capacity building 

initiatives ranging from daily on-the-job mentoring to customized trainings. 

Focused training workshops were provided to the ERB staff on designing and using 

the mini-grids tariff models, Submission templates for the Category I and II mini-

grids and their integration into the Modelling Tool. This enabled the ERB to train 

the developers in February 2019 and in March 2020 thus increasing the 

sustainability of the adopted policies. Associated with the Gender Strategy 

development is an extensive training programme on gender-sensitive project 

procurement, design and implementation.  

A comprehensive capacity building programme estimate with 2 million EUR 

budget will support MoE’s Energy Week and several other RE and EE campaigns, 

enhance project planning capacity of the Rural Electrification Authority, 

promote job creation through focused internships, support development of 

vocational and higher education curricula, increase capacity of NGOs and local 

civil society organisations to grow awareness in RE and EE.  

  

Gender Technical Working Group 
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PETROLEUM TRANSPORTERS SECRETARIAT LAUNCHED 
 
In the spirit of resolving the disputes surrounding the 50% allocation for 
transportation of Government imported petroleum products to Zambian 
Transporters, His Excellency, the President of the Republic of Zambia, Dr. Edgar 
Chagwa Lungu constituted a committee consisting of the Ministries of Home 
Affairs, Energy and Labour and Social Security to resolve the disputes and provide 
a framework for the transportation of Government procured petroleum products. 
In this regard, a Technical Committee was instituted to spearhead the 
establishment of the Secretariat. The Petroleum Transporters Secretariat has 
been instituted to manage the transportation of petroleum products in a 
transparent, harmonised and non-discriminatory manner. 
 
The Secretariat was launched on 3rd April, 2020 and will be overseeing the 
transportation of 50% of Government imported finished petroleum products in 
the country by our Local Transporters. 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE NATIONAL PETROLEUM STRATEGY 

 
The Ministry of Energy (MoE) is in the process of developing a National Petroleum 
Strategy which is expected to actualise the implementation of the National 
Energy Policy. The Petroleum Strategy will address the challenges in the 
petroleum sub-sector and ensure that it encompasses new developments and 
current industry best practices. Therefore, the Ministry is developing a National 
Petroleum Strategy which will be essential in addressing the opportunities and 
identified challenges in the petroleum sub-sector in order to contribute to 
economic growth and reduce poverty. The strategy will also provide an 
implementation plan for the development of the petroleum sub-sector 
programmes in Zambia as envisaged in the National Development Plans and the 
Vision 2030.   
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FAMILIARISATION TOUR OF THE TAZAMA PIPELINES LIMITED 
 
TAZAMA Pipelines Limited (TAZAMA) was incorporated in 1968 and owns and 
operates a petroleum crude oil pipelines that runs through Dar-es-salaam in 
Tanzania to Ndola in Zambia. The pipeline covers a distance of 1710 Kilometres 
comprising of 959km of eight-inch diameter and 798 kilometres of twelve-inch 
diameter pipelines. The Zambian Government owns two thirds of the share 
capital and the Tanzanian Government owns one third of the share capital on 
the pipeline. TAZAMA through TAZAMA Petroleum Products Limited (TPPL) 
manages the Ndola Fuel Terminal (NFT), Lusaka, Mpika, Solwezi and Mongu Fuel 
Depots on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Zambia. 
 
 

 
The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Energy accompanied by officials from the Ministry and TAZAMA on 

the familiarisation tour of the TAZAMA Pipeline 

 
 
The Permanent Secretary, who is the Board Chairperson for the TAZAMA Board 
was invited for a familiarisation tour of TAZAMA pipeline. The tour was 
undertaken from Ndola, Zambia to Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. The purpose of the 
tour was to appraise the Permanent Secretary on what the company was doing 
in terms of Operations, Capital Projects and the Challenges being faced. 
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Ministry of Energy staff touring the Bangweulu 

Solar Plant 

 

The Ministry of Energy Staff undertook a familiarization tour of the 
Bangweulu and Ngonye Solar plants at the Lusaka South Multi-Facility 
Economic Zone.  

The Bangweulu Power Plant, with a capacity of 54MW, is part of the 
“Scaling Solar” project, a World Bank initiative implemented by the 
International Finance Corporation (IFC). The objective of the project 
is to encourage private companies to invest in solar energy to supply 
energy to the national electricity grid.   

The staff also toured the 34MW capacity Ngonye Power Plant which 
like the Bangweulu solar plant is supported by a 25year Power 
Purchase Agreement with ZESCO. 

 

FAMILIARISATION TOUR OF THE BANGWEULU 
AND NGONYE SOLAR PARKS 

“ 

 

Ministry of Energy with Professor 
Sinkala, President of the Biofuels 

Association of Zambia 

Ministry of Energy staff at the Ngonye Solar Plant 

The Government of the Republic of Zambia has prioritized the 
development of biofuels for the transport sector as indicated in the 
Seventh National Development Plan (7NDP). Further, in order to 
expedite the development of the biofuel subsector, Cabinet has 
directed the Ministry of Energy to urgently constitute a biofuels 
technical committee and Two TC meetings were held. 

In this regard, on 30th January 202, the MOE undertook a 
familiarisation tour to Thomro Investments Biofuel Facility, in Katuba 
area in Lusaka Province with a view to assess local industry readiness 

for full implementation and roll out of the Biofuels National Program. 

FAMILIARISATION TOUR OF THE BIO FUELS FARM 
 



The Zambia Energy Sector Media Watch 
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KAFUE GORGE LOWER POWER STATION WORK RESUMES (June 28, 2020, zambia24.com) 

 
Energy Minister Matthew Nkhuwa says works on the Kafue Gorge Lower Power station have resumed following the arrival of 
some workers who were stranded in China due to outbreak of Covid-19Mr. Mr. Nkhuwa says some Chinese workers from 
Sinohydro Corporation the contractor working on the project are in the country following the easing of restriction on air 
travel. He says once completed the power station is expected to produce about 750 megawatts to the grid. Mr Nkhuwa 
explained that Government is aware of the electricity challenges that people are facing hence the decision to invest in the 
construction of more power stations. He disclosed that the first machine at the Kafue Gorge Lower Power station is expected 
to be commissioned by October this year. Meanwhile, Mr. Nkhuwa has announced that the water levels at Kariba Dam have 
been at five point three metres in the last five days out of the needed 13 metres .  

 
STATE INVITES PRIVATE POWER PLAYERS (June 24, 2020, daily mail.co.zm) 

 
All electricity transmission and distribution lines in Zambia, irrespective of ownership may be declared as common carriers 
as and when necessary following the adoption of the National Energy Policy 2019, Electricity Act number 11 of 2019 and 
Energy Regulation Act number 12 of 2019. Minister of Energy Matthew Nkhuwa says the measure aims to liberalise the 
electricity sector to make it more competitive. The minister also invited private players in the energy sector. Mr Nkhuwa 
said the adoption of the policy and accompanying legal instruments will help to attract strategically aligned partners to the 
country’s electricity sector to encourage participation of the private sector. 

 

OPEN UP POWER DISTRIBUTION SECTOR (15th June 2020, Zambia Daily Mail) 

NORTH-WESTERN Energy Corporation (NWEC) has called for the opening up of the power distribution sector to allow for 
more private sector participation to grow the country’s energy industry. Chief executive officer Andrew Kamanga said in 
an interview on Thursday that NWEC has written to ZESCO Limited to allow the company to actively participate in the 
power distribution space.“NWEC is seeking opportunities on the distribution side. We have written to ZESCO to ask if we 
can use Solwezi as a pilot project because of our vast experience in that area,” Mr. Kamanga said. NWEC, which was 
incorporated in 2007, supplies power to the mining companies and mine residential areas.  

 

ERB INSTITUTES PROBE INTO ZESCO’S ‘FAST-DEPLETING UNITS’ (17th June 2020 News Diggers) 

 
The Energy Regulation Board (ERB) says it is investigating the alleged unusual and unexplained depletion of ZESCO prepaid 
electricity units being complained about by citizens across the country. ERB public relations manager Kwali Mfuni disclosed 
in a statement, Tuesday, that the Board decided to start investigating the matter following queries from members of the 
public. 

 

WE HOPE PRESIDENT LUNGU WILL RELAX MORE SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY-ENERGY INVESTOR (MAY 24 2020, Lusaka 
Times) 

As COVID-19 disrupts life across the world, it has also called for flexibility for most organisations and businesses 
alike. In Monze District of Southern province, District Officials have had to adjust to the current situation as 
certain projects among them a multi-million dollar Kalahari Geothermal Power Project has virtually come to a 
standstill due to the measures aimed at fighting the pandemic.On Thursday, Kalahari Geo Company Director Dr 
Moses Banda visited the district to reassure officials that the project remains on course though the timeline has 
changed. 
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ZESCO LIMITED AND POWER CHINA SIGN $548 MILLION SOLAR CONTRACT (25th May 2020, AFRIKA21) 
 

The Zambia Electricity Supply Corporation ZESCO Limited recently signed an MOU worth $548 million  
with Power China, a Chinese construction company, to develop three solar photovoltaic power 
plants, with a combined capacity of 600 MW, in three districts of Zambia. The Chibombo district in 
Zambia’s Central Province and the Chirundu and Siavonga districts in the south of the country will 
soon benefit from three solar photovoltaic plants with a capacity of 200 MW each. They will all be 
connected to the national grid.The information was made public on May 20, 2020 by ZESCO Limited, 
Zambia’s public power utility. “The signing of these three contracts is historic for ZESCO and for 
Zambia as a whole, as it is a step towards the diversification of the development of renewable 
energy in electricity production,” says Victor Mulenga Mundende, Managing Director of ZESCO 
Limited. 
 
 
 
 

BRAZILIAN BIOENERGY FIRM TO HELP ZAMBIA DEVELOP THE BIOFUEL INDUSTRY (7th February 2020, Lusaka Times) 
 

The Brazilian Bioenergy, Ethanol and Sugarcane Association has pledged to support Zambia with 
technological advancements in its quest to develop the Biofuel Industry. Association President Mario 
Campos said his association is pleased with the interest shown by Zambia in seeking for solutions to 
diversify into clean energy which improves human well-being and overall welfare beyond the Gross 
Domestic Product. Speaking in Brasilia when he paid a courtesy call to the Zambian Embassy, Mr 
Campos commended Zambia for its persistence in a bid to diversify into bio fuel and clean energy 
supply and reducing dependence on imported fuels.  
 

AFDB injects $1.5m in Zambia’s renewable energy sector (5th March 2020, News Diggers) 
 

The African Development Bank (AfDB) has awarded Zambia a grant of US$1.5 million for technical 
assistance in the implementation of the Zambia Renewable Energy Financing Framework. The grant, 
part of the AfDB US $51.5 million committed investment to the renewable energy financing framework, 
is meant to assist capacity-building of financial institutions, namely the National Pension Scheme 
Authority (NAPSA) and Zanaco in renewable energy investment. The Zambia Renewable Energy 
Financing Framework was launched at the beginning of 2019 and is expected to cost a total US $154 

million. 
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