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« The Commissioner General, Zambia Revenue Authority.

+ Other Senior Government Officials present

o The Director - Foreilgn Commonwealth and Development

Office (FCDO);

 The Programme Director and Team, Africa Clean Energy

Programme;

¢ Cooperating Partners Present:

The President of the Solar Industry Association of Zambia:
* Private Sector Organisations Present;

* Members of the Press:
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen;

I would like to thank you for being part of this Final Briefing event for
the Africa Clean Energy Technical Assistant Facility.

As this four-year programme comes to its conclusion, | am glad to
celebrate with all of you, our development partners, the success
story of this programme.

As you may be aware, Zambia's electricity connection rates stand
at about 34% at national level, that is, 76% in urban areas and 8% in
the rural areas.

Considering the sparse population in rural areas, off grid solar p]gys
a key role in electrifying the rural areas owing to competitive
advantage with which solar energy can be deployed compared
to other technologies.



It is gratifying to note that the programme's focus on the off grid
stor‘wd-olone solar systems has been instrumental in resolving the
various challenges in the solar sector.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen,

Among its many achievements, this Programme has achieved the
following;

Adoption of national standards for solar off-grid systems as
well as development of associated regulations.

Assessment of fiscal incentives on solar products which

‘resulted in the replacement of Statutory Instruments 32 and 33

of 2008 with SI 102 of 2021 which now provides for tax
exemptions on importation of additional solar products such
as solar charge controllers and solar streetlights.

The program also developed the Customs Handbook in order
to effectively enforce SI 102 of 2021as well as to clarify and
minimise the existing misapplication of tax and duty
exemptions on importation of a range of solar-PV products in
ZLambia

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen

In addition, through the African Clean Energy Technical Assistance
Facility, the Ministry of Energy managed to develop the following:

The Publicity and Information Dissemination Strategy for Off-
Grid Solar with the Rural Electrification Authority (REA);

The Action Plan which addresses challenges of electrification
of rural health Centres;



\
\

The Energy Access Explorer, an online, open-source ang \
interactive tool that allows all development-oriented actors to

identify areas where energy access can be expanded ang
linked to socio-economic development.

i

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen

| have also been reliably informed that the facility will assist my
Ministry to hold an Investment Forum on 8 July 2022 for the off-grid
sector. lwould like to urge all of you to participate ang join us as we
call for more support for increased investment in the off-grid sector,

It is. also  hoped that this engagement wil confribute to
achievement of Zambig's aspirations set forth in the Sustainable
Development Goq number seven and the Vision 2030.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen,

In conclusion, | would like to thank all stakeholders who participated
in making all these achievements possible.

Special thanks go to:

 The Ministry of Finance and the Zambia Revenue Authority for
their support and guidance;

* The Africa Clean Energy Technical Assistance Facility team for
the fireless efforts in making sure that the objective of the

programme is achieved;

e The Solar Industry Association of Zambia and the team from
the Ministry of Energy for coordinating all the activities under

the programme.



have been informed that there are activities that were not
qchieved under this programme. My humble appeal to the Foreign
common Wealth Development Office is that you consider
extending the Africa Clean Energy Technical Assistance Facility to

enabl'e us, fogether, to complete these activities and support other
works in the off — grid space.

Additionally, | would like o urge the Africa Clean Energy Technical
Assistance Facility team and officials from the Ministry of Energy, to
work together during this transition period, by ensuring the seamless
handover of all tools and equipment necessary for the sustainability
of this intervention.

Lastly, | would like to thank the Foreign Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO) for financing the programme and
supplementing Government efforts to achieve universal energy

access.

| would also like to state that we still have many other areas of
cooperation as we make strides towards the increased adoption of
renewable energy and development of other energy forms

available in Zambia.

With these remarks, Distinguished ladies, and gentlemen, | thank
youl!ll
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