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➢ THE HEAD – PRESIDENTIAL DELIVERY UNIT – MS. KUSOBILE KAMWAMBI; 

➢ THE PERMANENT SECRETARY – ENERGY, PROF. EPHRAIM KABUNDA 

MUNSHIFWA; 

➢ THE PERMANENT SECRETARY – INFORMATION AND MEDIA, MR. THABO 

KAWANA; 

➢ SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS PRESENT; 

➢ HEADS OF PARASTATALS AND STATUTORY BODIES PRESENT; 

➢ MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA; 

➢ LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. 

GOOD MORNING AND THANK YOU FOR JOINING US THIS MORNING. 

THE OBJECTIVE OF THIS MEDIA ENGAGEMENT IS TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE TO 

THE NATION ON THE KEY MILESTONES THAT GOVERNMENT HAS ACHIEVED IN 

THE ENERGY SECTOR IN THE LAST FOUR (4) YEARS AND ELEVEN (11) MONTHS. 

FOR THE LAST 4 YEARS AND ELEVEN (11) MONTHS, GOVERNMENT HAS MADE 

SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS IN TRANSFORMING ZAMBIA'S ELECTRICITY SUB-

SECTOR. THROUGH STRATEGIC REFORMS, INCREASED INVESTMENT AND 

ACCELERATED PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION, WE HAVE STRENGTHENED 

ELECTRICITY GENERATION, IMPROVED ELECTRICITY SECURITY AND 

ADVANCED THE COUNTRY'S TRANSITION TO A MORE DIVERSIFIED ELECTRICITY 

GENERATION MIX. 

WE ARE ALIVE TO THE FACT THAT ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION DEPENDS ON 

RELIABLE AND SUSTAINABLE ENERGY. ENERGY IS THEREFORE CENTRAL TO 

GOVERNMENT'S AGENDA OF ACCELERATING ECONOMIC GROWTH, CREATING 

JOBS AND IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR ALL ZAMBIANS. 

ALLOW ME TO HIGHLIGHT THE KEY MILESTONES THAT HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED 

IN THE ELECTRICITY SUB-SECTOR. 

SINCE 2021, GOVERNMENT HAS PURSUED AN AMBITIOUS REFORM 

PROGRAMME AIMED AT INCREASING INVESTMENTS IN THE ELECTRICITY SUB 

SECTOR. THESE REFORMS HAVE RESULTED IN INCREASED ELECTRICITY 
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GENERATION, INCREASED TRANSMISSION EXPANSION, INCREASED 

DISTRIBUTION NETWORK RESULTING IN EXPANSION OF NATIONAL 

ELECTRICITY ACCESS AND CREATING A MORE COMPETITIVE AND INVESTMENT-

FRIENDLY ELECTRICITY MARKET. 

TODAY, I AM PLEASED TO REPORT THAT THESE DELIBERATE INTERVENTIONS 

ARE PRODUCING TANGIBLE RESULTS. THE PROJECTS THAT GOVERNMENT 

INITIATED OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS ARE NOW COMING ON STREAM, AND 

ZAMBIANS ARE BEGINNING TO WITNESS THE ADDITIONAL ELECTRICITY BEING 

ADDED TO THE NATIONAL GRID. OUR LONG-TERM PLANS ARE STEADILY 

MATURING, AND THE COUNTRY IS PROGRESSIVELY TRANSITIONING FROM AN 

ELECTRICITY DEFICIT TOWARDS AN ELECTRICITY SURPLUS NATION. 

COUNTRYMEN, WOMEN AND THE YOUTH  

ONE OF GOVERNMENT'S GREATEST ACHIEVEMENTS HAS BEEN THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF FAR-REACHING POLICY AND REGULATORY REFORMS 

THAT HAVE TRANSFORMED THE INVESTMENT ENVIRONMENT IN THE 

ELECTRICITY SUB-SECTOR. THESE INCLUDE: 

1. ELECTRICITY OPEN ACCESS REGULATIONS:  

IN JULY 2024, GOVERNMENT OPERATIONALISED THE ELECTRICITY OPEN 

ACCESS REGULATIONS, CREATING A COMPETITIVE ELECTRICITY MARKET BY 

ALLOWING ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS TO ACCESS THE NATIONAL TRANSMISSION 

AND DISTRIBUTION NETWORK ON A NON-DISCRIMINATORY BASIS. THIS 

LANDMARK REFORM HAS SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCED INVESTOR CONFIDENCE 

AND ACCELERATED PRIVATE SECTOR PARTICIPATION IN ELECTRICITY SUB-

SECTOR. 

2. ENERGY SINGLE LICENSING SYSTEM  

IN JUNE 2024, GOVERNMENT LAUNCHED THE ENERGY SINGLE LICENSING 

SYSTEM. THIS DIGITAL PLATFORM REPLACED LENGTHY MANUAL LICENSING 

PROCEDURES WITH A TRANSPARENT AND EFFICIENT ONLINE SYSTEM, 

SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCING PROCESSING TIMES AND MAKING ZAMBIA ONE OF 

THE MOST ATTRACTIVE INVESTMENT DESTINATIONS IN THE REGION. 
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3. ELECTRICITY NET METERING REGULATIONS 

IN JULY 2024, THE ELECTRICITY NET METERING PROGRAMME WAS LAUNCHED. 

THIS ENABLED HOUSEHOLDS, COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS AND 

INDUSTRIES GENERATING THEIR OWN ELECTRICITY TO SUPPLY EXCESS 

POWER TO THE NATIONAL GRID THEREBY OFFSETTING ELECTRICITY BILLS. I 

AM PLEASED TO INFORM THE NATION THAT THIS INITIATIVE NOW CONTRIBUTES 

MORE THAN 30 MEGAWATTS TO THE NATIONAL ELECTRICITY SYSTEM WHILE 

PROMOTING CLEAN AND DECENTRALISED ENERGY GENERATION. 

4. INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN (IRP) 

TO PROVIDE LONG-TERM DIRECTION FOR THE SECTOR, GOVERNMENT ALSO 

LAUNCHED ZAMBIA'S FIRST-EVER INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN (IRP) IN 2023. 

THE PLAN PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE ROADMAP FOR ELECTRICITY 

GENERATION, TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION DEVELOPMENT UP TO THE 

YEAR 2050 AND CONTINUES TO GUIDE INVESTMENT DECISIONS ACROSS THE 

SECTOR.  

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

THE REFORMS I HAVE HIGHLIGHTED ABOVE, HAVE CREATED AN ENABLING 

ENVIRONMENT THAT HAS UNLOCKED UNPRECEDENTED INVESTMENT IN THE 

ELECTRICITY SUB-SECTOR. 

A MAJOR MILESTONE WAS THE FULL COMMISSIONING OF THE 750-MEGAWATT 

KAFUE GORGE LOWER HYDROPOWER STATION IN MARCH 2023. 

RECOGNISING THE INCREASING EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON 

HYDROELECTRIC GENERATION, GOVERNMENT DELIBERATELY EMBARKED ON 

DIVERSIFYING THE COUNTRY'S ENERGY MIX BY SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASING 

INVESTMENT IN SOLAR POWER. 

AS A RESULT, SOLAR GENERATION HAS GROWN REMARKABLY FROM ONLY 88 

MEGAWATTS IN 2021 TO APPROXIMATELY 841 MEGAWATTS IN 2026, PLACING 

ZAMBIA FIRMLY ON COURSE TO ACHIEVE THE TARGET OF 1,000 MEGAWATTS 

OF SOLAR GENERATION BY THE END OF THIS YEAR IN LINE WITH THE 

PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE.  
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AMONG THE MAJOR SOLAR PROJECTS COMPLETED ARE AS FOLLOWS;  

1. CEC 60-MEGAWATTS ITIMPI PHASE I IN KITWE; 

2. CEC 136-MEGAWATTS ITIMPI PHASE II SOLAR POWER STATION IN KITWE; 

3. ZESCO 100-MEGAWATTS CHISAMBA SOLAR PHASE I;  

4. ZESCO 100-MEGAWATTS CHISAMBA SOLAR PHASE II;  

5. ZESCO MABUMBA 50-MEGAWATTS MANSA SOLAR POWER PLANT,  

6. MAILO PHASE I 25-MEGAWATTS SOLAR CENTURY PLANT IN SERENJE 

7. MAILO PHASE II 35-MEGAWATTS SOLAR CENTURY PLANT IN SERENJE; 

8. KIYONA NRDC SOLAR 20 MEGA WATTS 

9. KASUPE PHASE I & II 15 – MEGA WATTS 

10. NORTHRISE LIFESONG 16 MEGA WATTS SOLAR 

11. LUNSEMFWA SOLAR 27 MEGA WATTS  

THESE AND MANY OTHER PROJECTS HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE INCREASE 

IN ZAMBIA'S INSTALLED GENERATION CAPACITY BY 1,476 MEGA WATTS FROM 

APPROXIMATELY 3,100 MEGAWATTS IN 2021 TO 4,576 MEGAWATTS IN 2026. 

THESE PROJECTS ARE SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVING ELECTRICITY AVAILABILITY 

WHILE REDUCING OUR DEPENDENCE ON HYDROPOWER. 

 

COUNTRYMEN, WOMEN AND THE YOUTH  

GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO LAUNCHED ONE OF THE MOST AMBITIOUS SOLAR PV 

ELECTRIFICATION PROGRAMMES IN THE COUNTRY'S HISTORY THROUGH THE 

PRESIDENTIAL CONSTITUENCY ENERGY INITIATIVE. 

UNDER THIS TRANSFORMATIVE PROGRAMME, GOVERNMENT WILL 

CONSTRUCT 2-MEGAWATT SOLAR POWER PLANTS IN CONSTITUENCIES. ONCE 

COMPLETED, CONSTITUENCIES WILL HAVE THEIR OWN GENERATING 

FACILITIES PROMOTING ENERGY SUFFICIENCY WITHIN CONSTITUENCIES,  

ADDITIONARY, THE CONSTITUENCE SOLAR POWER PLANTS WILL 

SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASE ELECTRICITY GENERATION, IMPROVE RELIABILITY 

OF SUPPLY, STIMULATE LOCAL ECONOMIC ACTIVITY, SUPPORT PRODUCTIVE 

USE OF ELECTRICITY IN COMMUNITIES. 
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THIS INITIATIVE DEMONSTRATES GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO ENSURING 

THAT NO PART OF ZAMBIA IS LEFT BEHIND IN THE COUNTRY'S ENERGY 

TRANSFORMATION JOURNEY. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

LOOKING AHEAD, GOVERNMENT HAS AN ADDITIONAL PIPELINE OF PROJECTS 

UNDER DEVELOPMENT COMPRISING OF COAL, SOLAR, WIND, GEOTHERMAL, 

BIOMASS, AND HYDRO WHICH WILL ULTIMATELY CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS THE 

NATIONAL TARGET OF 10,000 MEGAWATTS BY 2031. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN; 

GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS HAVE EQUALLY FOCUSED ON INCREASING ACCESS 

TO ELECTRICITY FOR HOUSEHOLDS, BUSINESSES AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 

BETWEEN 2022 AND 2026, MORE THAN 300,000 NEW ELECTRICITY 

CONNECTIONS HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED ACROSS THE COUNTRY. 

CONSEQUENTLY, NATIONAL ELECTRICITY ACCESS HAS INCREASED FROM 34 

PERCENT IN 2021 TO 56 PERCENT TODAY. URBAN ELECTRICITY ACCESS HAS 

INCRERASED FROM 69 PERCENT TO MORE THAN 80.3 PERCENT, WHILE RURAL 

ACCESS HAS INCREASED FROM 8 PERCENT TO 34 PERCENT, REPRESENTING 

ONE OF THE FASTEST IMPROVEMENTS IN RURAL ELECTRIFICATION IN ZAMBIA'S 

HISTORY. WE ARE ON A TRAJECTORY TO UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO ELECTRICITY 

COUNTRY WIDE.  

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN; 

THE INCREASE IN ELECTRICITY ACCESS HAS BEEN MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH 

THE DEDICATED EFFORTS OF THE GOVERNMENT AND KEY STAKEHOLDERS 

INCLUDING THE PRIVATE SECTOR, WHO CONTINUE WORKING TIRELESSLY TO 

CONNECT MORE HOMES, SCHOOLS, HEALTH FACILITIES AND BUSINESSES TO 

ELECTRICITY. 

GOVERNMENT HAS FURTHER REDUCED THE ELECTRICITY CONNECTION FEE   

THROUGH THE ACCELERATING SUSTAINABLE AND CLEAN ENERGY ACCESS 

TRANSFORMATION (ASCENT) PROGRAMME, LAUNCHED IN DECEMBER 2025. 
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UNDER THE ASCENT PROGRAMME, ELIGIBLE (RURAL AND PERI-URBAN) 

HOUSEHOLDS AND BUSINESSES NOW PAY ONLY K300 FOR A STANDARD 

SINGLE-PHASE ELECTRICITY CONNECTION INSTEAD OF K4,846.  

COUNTRYMEN, WOMEN AND THE YOUTH, 

THE PROGRESS WE ARE TALKING ABOUT TODAY IS AS A RESULT OF 

METHODICAL PLANNING, SOUND POLICY REFORMS AND SUSTAINED 

INVESTMENT BY THE NEW DAWN ADMINISTRATION UNDER THE VISIONARY AND 

TRANSFORMATIVE LEADERSHIP OF OUR REPUBLICAN PRESIDENT MR. 

HAKAINDE HICHILEMA.   

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

GOVERNMENT REMAINS FIRMLY COMMITTED TO BUILDING A RESILIENT, 

DIVERSIFIED AND SUSTAINABLE ELECTRICITY SUB-SECTOR. 

WE SHALL CONTINUE WORKING CLOSELY WITH THE PRIVATE SECTOR, 

COOPERATING PARTNERS, DEVELOPMENT FINANCE INSTITUTIONS AND OUR 

ENERGY SECTOR INSTITUTIONS TO DELIVER RELIABLE ELECTRICITY TO EVERY 

PART OF ZAMBIA. 

AS I CONCLUDE, ALLOW ME TO COMMEND THE PRESIDENTIAL DELIVERY UNIT 

(PDU) FOR THEIR SUPPORT, THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY STAFF, ZESCO LIMITED, 

THE RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AUTHORITY, THE ENERGY REGULATION BOARD, 

INDEPENDENT POWER PRODUCERS, COOPERATING PARTNERS, 

CONTRACTORS AND ALL STAKEHOLDERS WHOSE DEDICATION CONTINUES TO 

DRIVE THIS TRANSFORMATION. 

I ALSO WISH TO THANK YOU, THE MEDIA FOR YOUR CONTINUED PARTNERSHIP 

IN INFORMING AND EDUCATING THE PUBLIC. WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO 

CONTINUE HIGHLIGHTING THE PROGRESS BEING MADE AS GOVERNMENT 

IMPLEMENTS REFORMS THAT ARE TRANSFORMING ZAMBIA'S ENERGY 

SECTOR. 
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IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO CLARIFY THROUGH YOU THE MEDIA THE FACTS 

REGARDING THE LOADSHEDING WE EXPERIENCED FROM 8TH MARCH 2024 TO 

NOVEMBER 2025. KINDLY NOTE THAT THIS WAS CAUSED BY THE DROUGHT 

EXPERIENCED IN 2023 TO 2024 RAINY SEASON AS 85% 0F GENERATION WAS 

DEPENDANT OF HYDRO POWER. LOADSHEDDING ENDED DUE TO 

GOVERNMENT INTERVETION. 

TOGETHER, WE ARE BUILDING AN ELECTRICITY SECTOR THAT WILL POWER 

OUR INDUSTRIES, STRENGTHEN OUR ECONOMY, IMPROVE LIVELIHOODS AND 

SECURE OUR NATION'S FUTURE. 

IN CONCLUSION, I WISH TO THANK THE REPUBLICAN PRESIDENT MR. HAKAINDE 

HICHILEMA FOR HIS VISION AND CHAMPIONING THE DEVELOPMENT IN THE 

ENERGY SECTOR. I ALSO THANK THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA FOR THEIR 

CONTINUED PATIENCE, CONFIDENCE AND SUPPORT. 

I THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS. 


